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Introduction
to the Torchlighters Series

Torchlighter: One who commits to serving God
and passing on the light of the Gospel,
even if the going gets tough.

Kids today have no shortage of heroes. From Hollywood celebrities, to music artists and
sports figures, it would seem that there are plenty of heroes to go around. However, the
heroes offered by popular culture are teaching children that physical perfection, financial
success, and fame are the most important goals in life. The morals and values presented
are often in direct opposition to the standards parents want to pass on to their children.
So, while there is no shortage of heroes, there is a dreadful shortage of heroes worth

emulating.

The Torchlighters video series offers children real heroes that they can depend on. These
heroes have lived truly great lives marked by moral depth, strength of character, and an
unwavering commitment to Christ. By sharing in their struggles and small steps of obe-
dience, we are all challenged to live lives of faith. It is our sincere desire that as children
get to know these “torchlighters,” they will be challenged to follow in the footsteps of
the greatest torchlighter of them all, Jesus Christ. Learn more about the mission behind

this series and find more free resources at:

www.torchlighters.org

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 3
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Synopsis of The Torchlighters:
The John Wesley Story

When six-year-old John Wesley is
miraculously saved from his family’s
burning home, his mother is certain
that God has a great purpose for the
boy’s life. John will later refer to
himself as a “brand plucked from the

burning” (Zechariah 3:2), and as a

young adult devotes himself to strict
Christian discipline and a life of
service.

John prays, fasts, studies, and

serves with great zeal. He becomes a

John Wesley is the founder of Methodism.

priest in the Church of England and
helps found the Holy Club at Oxford, a
group devoted to following strict Christian discipline and evangelizing prisoners. He even heads to
Georgia with big plans to whip the American colonists of Savannah and Frederica into shape and evan-
gelize the Native Americans as well.

But through it all, John finds his faith lacking and peace elusive. Not only is he afraid of death,
but he is also afraid he has missed his supposed calling, especially when his time in America ends in
disgrace and defeat after only two years.

Dejected and discouraged, John walks into a Bible study one evening at the suggestion of his
friend, Moravian Peter Bohler. Here John’s eyes are opened to a new concept: salvation by grace and
trust in Christ. John soon finds the peace he so desires, and his life’s purpose becomes clear.

But many Church of England parishes do not welcome John’s new message, so he joins his old
friend George Whitefield in preaching in the open air. This unheard of act further estranges John from
the Church of England. With his new message of free grace for all, alongside a continuing commitment
to strict spiritual discipline and good works, John’s ministry expands rapidly, bringing much relief to
oppressed laborers in rural England. John, his brother Charles, George Whitefield, and others go on to

found the Methodist movement, which will flourish both in England and in America.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 4



Leader’s Guide to accompany the DVD The Torchlighters: The John Wesley Story

Teaching Plan for The John Wesley Story

Welcome to John Wesley’s eighteenth-century England—a time and place of immense political, eco-
nomic, and religious upheaval. It was in this environment that the doctrines of some of the most
prominent denominations emerged, shaping and influencing the story of Christianity as it is today.
Through our faith hero, John Wesley, children will learn about the external and internal struggles of true,
Christ-seeking faith and the incredible journey that all believers embark on as they follow Jesus.
Additionally, we will study the book of James, where children will see the practical outworking of
genuine faith in Christ. Follow these easy steps to get the most out of this episode of The Torchlighters!

1. PREVIEW The John Wesley Story before showing it to your students. This will help you to recog-
nize the major themes and teachable moments that occur throughout the video, while equipping you to
answer student questions. Our theme for this series is Faith That Works. Four sub-themes will be explored:

* Lesson 1: Saved By Grace — Faith that works trusts that only Jesus saves us from our sins.

* Lesson 2: Growing in Righteousness — Faith that works produces a changed heart that becomes
more like Jesus.

* Lesson 3: Walking the Talk — Faith that works does what God commands.

* Lesson 4: Galloping with the Gospel — Faith that works shares the good news of the Gospel
in both words and actions.

2. REVIEW the Supplementary Information. Become more informed on this true story by reading
through Key People in the Life of John Wesley, John Wesley’s World, and John Wesley’s Timeline begin-
ning on p. 17. On your DVD you will also find John Wesley: The Faith That Sparked the Methodist
Movement, an informative documentary giving important and interesting background information.

3. SELECT and PREPARE Teaching Material. Our four lesson plans are designed to lead children on a
faith journey with John Wesley. Along the way, they will learn about Faith That Works, or The Faith That
Marks the Christian Life. Scripture will focus on the book of James. Feel free to mix and match the mate-
rial to best suit your group and the time available. All material is reproducible and designed to help
children apply the teaching themes. NOTE: Special supplies are needed for some of the activities.

4. VISIT www.torchlighters.org. The materials in this guide and the student pages are just the begin-
ning. Visit our website for other free resources, such as unique ministry ideas, publicity posters,
interactive Kids Zone, and the “Carry the Torch” theme song, craft, and relay! If you are planning a teach-
ing series based on The Torchlighters, consider using the theme song, craft, and relay as part of an
introductory session focused on the question, “What is a Torchlighter?”

Are you planning a Torchlighters showing or event?
Publicity is easy when you download free posters at

www.torchlighters.org

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 5
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Session 1 — Saved by Grace

FOCUS: Faith that works knows that only Jesus saves us from our sins.

THEME VERSE: “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of
firstfruits of all he created.” James 1:18

* PREPARE: BIBLE TIME will have the theme of DELIVERING GOD’S WORD, using James
1:18-22 as our theme passage. Use a messenger bag and put your theme verse for the week in an
envelope inside. NOTE: We will use the same theme passage for all four lessons, but will focus on a
shorter section for each lesson. The entire scripture passage is available on p. 3 of the student pages.

For AROUND THE WORLD/H-O-R-S-E, the opening game, you will need an empty wastebasket
or recycling bin, a piece of scrap paper, and masking tape.

For OFF TO OXFORD, use the internet or your local library to gather resources and pictures of
Oxford University and the various colleges there. You can also use the College Coat of Arms exam-
ples on p. 12 of the student pages to aid in your lesson. The ones displayed are for Christ Church and
Lincoln Colleges, where Wesley attended during his time at Oxford.

For the TORCHLIGHTERS UNIVERSITY INVITATION, you will need hot water, tea bags, and
a basin/bowl. Optional materials are sponges, a hair dryer, calligraphy pens, and short lengths of rib-
bon. Print enough TORGHLIGHTERS UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE LETTERS on p. 9 of this
guide for each of your students.

* AROUND THE WORLD/H-O-R-S-E: Open your session today by playing a classroom-friendly
version of Around the World/H-O-R-S-E. To prepare, set up a wastebasket or recycling bin to serve
as the basket. Ball a piece of scrap paper and wrap it in masking tape to serve as the ball. To play,
have students line up at a place of your choosing. Each will take a turn to shoot at the basket.
Whenever a student misses the shot, he/she will receive a letter of the word “Horse.” After all stu-
dents have tried from one spot, move on to another place in the room and start again, continuing to
add letters when students miss. The person with the least amount of letters wins, and once students
receive enough letters to spell “Horse,” they are out.

* OFF TO OXFORD!: Transition into your teaching segment by sharing pictures and information
about the University of Oxford for students to view.

SAY: Playing “Horse” was fun. How many of you have ever ridden a horse? (Select a few to share
their stories about horse riding.) Many years ago in England, there was a man who rode his horse all
over the country to share God’s Word with anyone who would listen. In fact, this man was so dedi-
cated to giving God’s Word to the people that he preached about 40,000 sermons and rode about
250,000 miles to deliver them! That distance is equal to going around the equator of the earth TEN
TIMES on a horse and by foot! His name was John Wesley. Many people in his day were not happy
about a preacher riding around the countryside delivering the Word of God, but John Wesley knew

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 6
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that real faith is a faith that works. Today we’re going to talk about his younger years when
he was a student at the University of Oxford!

ASK: What do you know about college? What do you think it is like? Do you think college in
England is different from college in America? How? Write responses on a whiteboard or chalkboard.
Share the information and fun facts you gathered about Oxford at this time.

SAY: John Wesley went to school in the 18th century, which was a very different time from

now. His school was also very different. The University of Oxford is not just one building, it is many
buildings spread out over an entire city! Each separate building is its own little college. In reality, it
is 38 schools instead of just one. John Wesley ended up at two of the colleges there: One called
Christ Church and one called Lincoln. (Show the Oxford Coat of Arms.) Tell students that in the last
lesson, they will have a chance to make their own Coat of Arms to represent their gifts and talents.
Ask them to start thinking about what represents them the most.

* DELIVERING GOD’S WORD BIBLE TIME: If you have a designated area in your room for
Bible Time, ask your students to go there now. Direct the winner of HORSE to get the messenger
bag (with the theme verse tucked inside) and bring it to the rest of the group. Begin your Bible time
by having students open their Bibles up to Ephesians 2:8-9.

SAY: Today as we look at John Wesley’s journey, we are going to begin with the question that he
began with: What is real faith?

READ: Ephesians 2:8-9

DISCUSS: What do these verses say about real faith? (Real faith is trusting in God’s grace, NOT our
own abilities, to save us.) What is the gift that God gives us? (Salvation by God’s grace.) Why can’t
we brag about our good works? (Your good works do not save you; God’s gift of grace does.)

SAY: Now that we know a bit about real faith, let’s read our theme passage to find out what we
should do with it! Ask the winner of HORSE to now open up the messenger bag and pull out the
envelope inside. READ the theme passage James 1:18-22.

DISCUSS: What is the word that we are supposed to accept, listen to, AND do? (verses 21-22)
(God’s Word, both by accepting the Gospel through faith and being obedient to God’s commands.)
Do you think we can obey God’s commands if we do not have real faith in Jesus?

Encourage your students to become doers of the word by memorizing Scripture. This week, chal-
lenge students to memorize James 1:18. Use the chart on p. 3 of the student pages to chart each
student’s progress. Consider offering an incentive for memorizing to be given at the last lesson. Also
challenge your older students to begin using Faith That Works: Learning the Spiritual Disciplines on
p. 19 of the student pages.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 7
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* TORCHLIGHTERS UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE LETTER/INVITATION: Steep the
tea bags in hot water and then pour the tea into a basin or bowl. (NOTE: this could be done before
class.) While the water cools, hand out the admissions letter from p. 9 of this guide to each of your
students. Explain that Oxford is a very prestigious school, and it is very difficult to get accepted as a
student. SAY: Each of you will become students of Torchlighters University for class next week! And
now we will make “acceptance letters” for you to give to a friend, so they too can come for our spe-
cial class next time.

Have the students sign their names on the admissions letter using a calligraphy or ball-point pen.
Once the hot water is room temperature, remove tea bags and squeeze out excess liquid. (Optional:
use sponges instead of the tea bags.) Have your students dab their entire papers gently, being sure to
stain every surface. (If desired, scrunch up the paper before staining to make it look even more
antique.) When the students finish, allow the papers to air dry. (Optional: use a hair dryer on low set-
ting.) When dry, students can roll up the invitations and tie off with a ribbon. Remind students to
hand out their acceptance letters to friends and invite them to the next lesson. NOTE: Tea may stain
surfaces other than paper. Put a plastic tablecloth down to protect your work surfaces.

PREVIEW THE JOHN WESLEY STORY: SAY: Next time, we will talk more about what real faith
looks like once we are saved by Jesus. In fact, this is the question our hero struggled with for a long

time. Early in life, he thought if he just did good things, God would accept him. But soon John would
learn that he needs God’s free gift of salvation in Jesus to have real faith and the strength to do what

God commands. Here is a short clip of the video we will see next week. Play short preview clip at
beginning of DVD.

SAY: Next week we will see a 30-minute video on John Wesley. We will see how John learned real
faith and shared it with the world!

CLOSING PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for showing us that the way to salvation can only
come through what YOU have done, and not our good works. Help us to trust You to forgive our sins
and teach us what it means to have real faith in You. Amen.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 8



TORCHLIGHTERS UNIVERSITY

Dear Friend,

Congratulations on your acceptance to Torchlighters University!
For years, Torchlighters University has proudly welcomed new,
eager, and highly qualified students. We are excited for you to be
part of this tradition, where you will learn about the heroes of our

faith and grow to become a Torchlighter yourself!

Though the competition for admission was particularly rigorous
this year, we were impressed by your desire to learn and believe

strongly in your potential for continued success.

As a member of the upcoming class, you are invited to join us for
our special admissions event: the preview of The John Wesley
Story. The Torchlighters family welcomes you, and I personally

look forward to greeting you at our opening ceremony.

Sincerely, Date:

Time:

Dean of Admissions Place:
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Session 2 — Growing in Righteousness

FOCUS: Faith that works requires a changed heart that becomes more like Jesus.

THEME VERSE: “My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to
listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the right-
eousness that God desires.” James 1:19-20

* PREPARE: Have your messenger bag ready with the theme verse tucked inside for DELIVERING
GOD’S WORD BIBLE TIME. Use Jenga™ or similar stacking blocks for BURNING
BUILDING! game.

* BURNING BUILDING!: Prepare your class to watch The John Wesley Story with the game,
BURNING BUILDING! Stack three blocks on top of each other in an alternating pattern. Each stu-
dent will take a turn “rescuing” a block from the burning building. Try to rescue as many blocks as
possible before the building crashes. If Jenga is not available, use pick up sticks or real sticks for the
same effect.

* INTRODUCE THE VIDEO: SAY: That game was a lot of fun, wasn’t it? It was as if we were sav-
ing the blocks before the house fell in. Can anyone remember what we learned last week about
salvation? Today we are going to watch the story of our faith hero, John Wesley, and see how Wesley
was rescued from a burning building! This is why John’s mother liked to say he was a “brand
plucked from the burning,” which is a reference to a verse in the book of Zechariah. This verse says,
“Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” A brand is a stick that is used to start or
kindle a fire, and as you will see in the movie today, Wesley is rescued not just from a real fire, but
from a different sort of fire altogether! Think about what that little phrase might mean as we watch.
Ask yourself this question: How was John Wesley like a stick rescued from a fire?

* SHOW the 30-minute program The Torchlighters: The John Wesley Story.

 STUDENT QUESTIONS: Allow students time to process the video and ask questions about flow
and content. ASK: How was John Wesley like a brand plucked from the fire?

* FURTHER DISCUSSION: Lead discussion using appropriate questions from the Dig into the Story
and Dig Deeper sections (pp. 5 and 6 in the student pages). If you have older students, this would be
a great time to pull out and discuss Faith That Works: Learning the Spiritual Disciplines devotional
#2 found on p. 21 of the student pages. Go over the devotional questions together and encourage stu-
dents to read James 2:14-3:9 for the lesson.

* DELIVERING GOD’S WORD BIBLE TIME: REVIEW last week’s memory verse, James 1:18.
Give students an opportunity to recite it. Mark progress on the chart on page 3 of the student pages.
Feel free to offer a prize or treat when students memorize the verse.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 10
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SAY: During the video, we got to see John Wesley’s journey into faith that actually works! Now
let’s see how a faith that works can help us today.

Ask a student to deliver the messenger bag with the theme passage. READ JAMES 1:18-25.

SAY: Once we trust in Jesus for salvation, our hearts change and we start to desire to become more
and more like him. In fact, faith that works requires that we grow in righteousness! According to our
theme passage, what are some ways we grow? (see vs. 19-20).

SAY: We learn more about righteousness in James 3:17 and Galatians 5:22-23.
* ACTIVITY: Faith That Works Word Search (p. 7 in the student handouts).

DISCUSS: What are some of the characteristics of wisdom that comes from heaven? (pure, peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, fully of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.) How do these
characteristics show a heart that is changed and becoming more like Christ? Can you think of times
during Jesus’ ministry on earth that he showed these qualities? Did John show any of these charac-
teristics during the video? How?

* THE GOSPEL TRAIL: Review the concept of “Saved By Grace” from last week with The Gospel
Trail, found on p. 4 of the student handouts.

* PARENT LETTER: Distribute the letter on p. 16 of this guide to help parents understand the les-
sons you are sharing in class.

* PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for saving us and giving us hope in you. Because we know You, we
want our hearts to change to become more like You. Help us to grow in righteousness as we read

your Word and do what it says. Amen.

* Planning Ahead: Encourage students to memorize the next two verses in our passage for next week:
James 1:19-20.

NOTE: Refer to the answer key on p. 23 for answers to selected student pages.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 11



Leader’s Guide to accompany the DVD The Torchlighters: The John Wesley Story

Session 3 — Walking the Talk

FOCUS: Faith that works does what God commands.

THEME VERSE: “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly
accept the word planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so
deceive yourselves. Do what it says!” James 1:21-22

* PREPARE: For the MIRROR GAME, bring enough hand-held mirrors, paper, and writing utensils
for each student in your class. Check your local dollar store to find inexpensive small mirrors.
Keep the theme passage in your messenger bag for DELIVERING GOD’S WORD BIBLE TIME.

* STORY MIX-UP: Use p. 8 in the student pages to review the story of John Wesley. Encourage the
class to share the important details of the story, focusing on what they remember about John’s min-
istry. This is a good review activity.

* REVIEW concepts from the last lesson. Ask students to recite verses from the theme passage from
memory (James 1:18 for session 1; James 1:19-20 for session 2) and mark down their progress.
Remind students that if they can complete all their verses, they might get a prize in the last lesson!

OPTIONAL: Use this time to also discuss the devotional on p. 23 and assign James 3:13- 4:17 for
next lesson’s reading.

* MIRROR GAME: Give each student a hand-held mirror, a piece of paper, and a drawing utensil.
Tell them to study their faces closely for about a minute or two. Then, ask them all at once to put the
mirror down and draw a self-portrait. Give them a couple of minutes to do that. SAY: You all did a
good job remembering what you look like in the mirror! What did you do well? What would you
change if you could?

* DELIVERING GOD’S WORD BIBLE TIME: Invite the class into the Bible center for Bible time.
Ask a student to deliver the messenger bag with the theme passage and READ JAMES 1:18-22.

ASK: What do you think verse 22 of our theme passage means?

SAY: Let’s read the passage following our theme verses together. (READ: James 1:23-25). When we
played the Mirror Game, it was fun to try and draw our faces by memory, even if they did not turn
out quite the way we expected. But, even though we might not be able to draw our self-portraits
exactly, we still know what we look like!

ASK: What does James have to say about someone who hears God’s Word but does not do what it
says? Why do you think this is a bad thing?

SAY: James gives us the answer here, in chapter two. (READ: JAMES 2:14-18). Last time we
talked about growing in righteousness. ASK: How do you think doing what God commands shows

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 12
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that we are growing in righteousness? Even though works cannot save us, why is it important
to do good works? (They show our real faith — v. 18.)

If we don’t obey God’s commands, what do you think that says about our faith in Him? (That we
don’t actually have faith in God!)

So if we want to have real faith, after we trust in Jesus for salvation, what must we do? (We must do
what He commands: WALK THE TALK!)

According to these verses, what does real faith look like? What can YOU do to show real faith?

* HOLY CLUB SERVICE PROJECT: Refer to pp. 10-11 of the student pages for the Holy Club
Service Project. After reviewing the instructions, choose or have your students choose a project that
they can do either together or individually. Keep the sheets for students to fill out the next lesson if
you do one as a group. If not, ask students to complete their projects by the next lesson and fill out
the sheet provided.

* PLANNING: Next week your class will have the opportunity to either complete their Holy Club
Project as a group or share about their individual experiences. Leave plenty of time for either option,
and make sure you have the appropriate tools necessary to complete your projects. Encourage stu-
dents to memorize James 1:21-22 for the last lesson. You can offer an extra incentive if the entire
passage (James 1:18-22) is recited either in the parts assigned or as a whole.

* PRAYER: Dear Jesus, we praise You for giving us changed hearts that now have the strength to fol-
low Your commands. When we hear Your word, help us to do what it says and walk with You. Amen.

NOTE: Refer to the answer key on p. 23 for answers to selected student pages.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 13
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Session 4 — Galloping with the Gospel

FOCUS: Faith that works shares the good news of the Gospel with others in both our words
AND our actions.

THEME VERSE: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says!”
James 1:22

* PLANNING: Gather and prepare supplies or tools needed to complete HOLY CLUB SERVICE
PROJECT if students have not done it on their own.

Prepare your messenger bag with the theme passage inside. Also have your chart handy for marking
down students’ progress on memory verses with prizes/rewards if you so choose.

The KEEPSAKE CRAFT: FAITH COAT OF ARMS will require sturdy construction paper or card
stock and colored pencils or markers. Review the instructions on p. 13 of the student pages and make
a sample FAITH COAT OF ARMS to inspire your class.

For the memorization prize, put together a prize or goody bag for each of your students in anticipa-
tion of the completion of their memory verses. In keeping in theme with Wesley’s travels, we suggest
making individual bags of trail mix for each student (dried fruits, nuts, M&M’s, etc.)

* GALLOP WITH THE GOSPEL — Play the game of Hangman on the board using the phrase
“John Wesley Galloped with the Gospel.” Allows students to take turns galloping to the board to
guess letters in the phrase.

* WHAT DID HE SAY?: Refer to p. 9 of the student pages for WHAT DID HE SAY?, John

Wesley’s famous phrase worksheet. Explain what this phrase means, then segue into HOLY CLUB
SERVICE PROJECT.

* HOLY CLUB SERVICE PROJECT: Refer back to pp. 10-11 in the student pages. If the project is
not yet completed, use this time to do your project together. Make sure you have all the tools you
need to get the job done. If students have completed their projects individually, ask each student to
share what they did for their service project and how it reflects real faith in Christ.

* DELIVERING GOD’S WORD BIBLE TIME: Get your messenger bag with the theme verse
tucked inside and invite your students into your Bible area. Read James 1:18-22. Ask students if they
were able to memorize the verses in this passage, and leave time to hear verses to mark down on
your chart. Hand out prizes to students who were able to complete the entire passage. This is also a
good time to go over the third devotional of Learning the Spiritual Disciplines on pp. 23-24 in the
student pages. Encourage your students to complete the last devotional on p. 25 on their own.

ASK: Over the past three lessons, we have been discussing what it means for us personally to have a
faith that works. What were some of the things we learned? How do these things help us to have a faith
that works?

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 14
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SAY: Genuine faith requires us to trust Jesus as our salvation, to become more like Him, and to obey
what He says. Another very important mark of true faith is wanting to share this good news about Jesus
with everyone. Jesus himself tells his disciples in Matthew 28 to “go and make disciples of all nations”
and to “teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.” In fact, if we DON’T share the good
news about Jesus, we keep people from hearing the most important truth they will ever know! Romans
10:14 talks about this when it says, “How then can they call on the one they have not believed in? And
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them?”

ASK: The Bible commands us in many other places to share this good news. What does James 1:22
say about obeying the Bible’s commands? Why do you think we need to share the Gospel? How is
wanting to share the Gospel a mark of faith that works? What are some ways we can share the good
news about Jesus with others? (Use a whiteboard or chalkboard to write down ideas.)

KEEPSAKE CRAFT — FAITH COAT OF ARMS: SAY: In our first lesson, we saw how the
schools at Oxford University have their own special Coats of Arms. Each one is unique and shows us
how each school is different from the others, even though they are all a part of one big university.
Today, we are going to do something like that: we are going to make our own Coat of Arms that
shows how, even though we all walk with Jesus, our faith journeys are different. Direct students to
pp- 12-14 in their student pages for ideas and instructions on their own faith crests.

PRAYER: Lord, we are thankful that You have given us the hidden treasure of Your Kingdom through
Your son, Jesus Christ. You have made each of us special so that we can use our gifts to serve You and
share Your love with the world. Help us to see the value in all Your people, especially those who are
very different from us. In Jesus’ name, Amen

NOTE: Refer to the answer key on p. 23 for answers to selected student pages.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 15



Dear Parents,

Today in Sunday school, your child viewed a Torchlighters DVD depicting the life of John
Wesley, a dedicated circuit rider and the founder of Methodism in 18th-century England. When
a house fire nearly took his life as a young child, Wesley’s mother called him a “brand plucked

from the burning,” believing that God had saved Wesley for a special purpose.

Though Wesley tried to live out that special purpose, doing so on his own strength and good
works only brought frustration and failure. It would be through this struggle that Wesley under-
stood what it means to be saved by grace, enabling him to share the Gospel in a powerful way

with thousands who would not have heard otherwise.

As we follow Wesley’s quest for genuine faith in Jesus, we hope this experience of learning

through the example of one of God’s heroes of faith is meaningful for your child. If you have

any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org.



Leader’s Guide to accompany the DVD The Torchlighters: The John Wesley Story

Key People in the Life of John Wesley

JOHN WESLEY (June 28, 1703—1791) Born in Epworth, England, John Wesley was the fifteenth
child of Susanna and Rev. Samuel Wesley. Raised in a strict but loving home, John and his siblings
learned to read almost as soon as they could walk and talk. When John’s family home became engulfed in
flames, the boy was trapped in an upstairs room. The men of the town made a human ladder in order to
save him from death. He would later refer to himself as “a brand plucked from the burning” (Zechariah
3:2). The strict discipline and high expectations of his home meant years of struggle as John tried to ful-
fill his purpose through discipline and hard work.

In 1720 John left home to enter Christ Church College at Oxford University. By 1726 he was a deacon in
the Church of England, a fellow at Lincoln College, Oxford, and a Greek lecturer. Two years later he was
ordained a priest in the Church of England.

John and his brother Charles left England in 1735 for a mission in colonial Georgia with the SPG
(Society for Promotion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts). While there, John spent his days leading Church
of England services and evangelizing, but on Sunday evenings he worshipped with the Moravians. His
time there was marked by failure to evangelize the Native Americans and scandal involving a broken
courtship. Charles Wesley returned to England in 1736, and a disgraced John followed a year later.

On May 24, 1738 John famously attended a Moravian meeting in Aldersgate Street, London. Here he
experienced a conversion of sorts, newly understanding salvation as a gift of God, not something to be
earned by good works. He wrote, “I felt my heart strangely warmed; I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ
alone, for salvation.” His new understanding of grace did not lead John to abandon his commitment to
discipline and good works. A commitment to “method” would mark the movement he began.

As John began to preach his new understanding of saving grace for all, he was soon kicked out of parish
pulpits in the Church of England. The following year he began outdoor preaching near Bristol, after the
fashion of George Whitefield. In 1740, John broke with the Moravians, and the Methodists established
their own headquarters in London. John continued to preach far and wide, often traveling on horseback.
The Methodists held their first annual conference of lay preachers in 1744.

By 1768 Methodism had obtained a foothold in America through lay Methodists who emigrated there. After
the Revolutionary War, John appointed Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke as superintendents of the work in

America. John Wesley died in 1791; though he never left the Church of England, it was clear by the time of
his death that the Methodist movement would do so. His tomb is in Wesley Chapel, City Road, London.

REV. SAMUEL WESLEY (1662-1735) Samuel was a clergyman, a poet, a writer, and the son and
grandson of clergymen. He received a position at Epworth Parish in 1697, possibly due to the favor of
Queen Mary who appreciated one of his poems. He was best known for his Essay on Heroic Poetry.
Samuel was not warmly received in the parish because of his inability to relate to the mostly illiterate
parishioners and was in debt most of his life.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 17
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SUSANNA ANNESLEY WESLEY (1669-1742) Susanna was the twenty-fifth child of Dr. Samuel
Annesley, a dissenting minister. At age thirteen she joined the Established Church. She married Samuel
Wesley in 1688 and bore nineteen children of whom ten survived. She wrote to her husband, “I cannot but
look upon every soul you leave under my charge as a talent committed to me under a trust.” She faithfully
discharged that trust with strict discipline, lovingly imposed. John’s strict and methodical upbringing was
a strong influence in his life. Susanna has been called ‘“The Mother of Methodism.”

CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788) Charles Wesley was born in the Epworth Rectory and was the sec-
ond-to-last surviving child of Samuel and Susanna. In 1726 he joined his brother John at Christ Church,
Oxford. Three years later he founded a prayer group that became known as the Holy Club. Charles
accompanied John on the voyage to America in 1735, where he was appointed Secretary of Indian Affairs
and sent to Fort Frederica, but he was sickly and not well received by the settlers. In December of 1736
he was sent back to England. On May 21, 1738, Charles had a conversion experience where he found
himself to finally be “at peace with God.” It was around this time that Charles began to write his hymn
lyrics—eventually over 7,000 of them.

In 1742, Charles joined John in preaching in Northern England, and together they established an orphan-
age and Sunday school. Though Charles was unhappy with some of John’s leadership decisions, he never
broke entirely from the Methodist movement. Charles died in 1788 and was buried in St Marylebone
Churchyard, London.

HOLY CLUB In 1729 Charles Wesley formed a student group at Oxford known as the “Holy Club.”

Because of their methodical habits of regular study, prayer, fasting, and service, the group became known
to detractors by the derisive name of “Methodists.” It was here that John and Charles developed their ideas
for organizational leadership and structure. The Holy Club dissolved in 1735 after the Wesleys left Oxford.

The Holy Club produced some very influential members: John Gambold, bishop of the Moravian Church;
John Clayton, an Anglican clergyman; James Hervey, a religious writer; Benjamin Ingham, an evangelist
in Yorkshire; Thomas Brougham, secretary of the influential S.P.C.K. (Society for the Promotion of
Christian Knowledge), and George Whitefield, successful evangelist in England and America. John
Wesley later wrote that he saw the Holy Club as an important “first rise”” of Methodism.

PETER BOHLER (1712-1775) Born in Frankfort, Germany, he was influenced by Nicolaus Ludwig
von Zinzendorf and the Pietist movement within the Lutheran Church. When he became a bishop,
Zinzendorf ordained Peter Bohler to the Moravian clergy. In 1738 Bohler met John Wesley, who was
struggling as a broken man after his failure in America. It is Bohler who challenged both Wesley brothers
to consider “heart religion” and salvation by grace, influencing the eventual Methodist movement in a
Pietist direction. Bohler would go on to found Bethlehem and Nazareth, two Moravian communities in
Pennsylvania.

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 18
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GEORGE WHITEFIELD (1714-1770) Born in Gloucester, England, he was the fifth son and

seventh child of inn owners Thomas Whitefield and Elizabeth Edwards. He attended the Crypt School,
Gloucester, and Pembroke College, Oxford. In return for free tuition, he was assigned as a servant to a
number of higher-ranking students. At Oxford he joined the Wesleys’ Holy Club and later led the group.
An illness and the reading of Henry Scougal’s The Life of God in the Soul of Man eventually led to his
conviction of salvation based on grace. Whitefield became the first of the Oxford Methodists to experi-
ence what he described as “a full assurance of faith [which] broke in upon my disconsolate soul!”

Ordained a deacon in 1735, Whitefield preached his first sermon and in 1738 followed the Wesleys to
Savannah, Georgia. Back in England Whitefield was ordained in 1739, but soon found himself unwel-
come in many churches. At the suggestion of friends, he preached in the open air to miners outside of
Bristol. When Whitefield began preparing to return to America in 1740, he invited John Wesley to take
over his ministry in Bristol and the surrounding areas.

Back in America, Whitefield was well received in the colonies from New England to Georgia. His charis-
matic style and booming voice were foundational in the revival that became known as the First Great
Awakening. In 1740 Whitefield established the Bethesda Orphanage in Savannah, the oldest surviving
charity in North America. George would return to England several times, including in 1741 when he wed
Elizabeth James. Along the way he helped found a variety of schools, churches, and organizations.

George Whitefield was known to end his sermons by offering God’s grace: “Come poor, lost, undone sin-
ner, come just as you are to Christ.”

Learn more about The Torchlighters: Heroes of the Faith programs at www.torchlighters.org. 19
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Eighteenth-Century England: John Wesley’s World

Political Atmosphere

The 18th century was a time of tumult and conflict. England, other European powers, and Spain itself
were divided in the War of the Spanish Succession—a war to decide who should succeed Charles II,
King of Spain, who had no legitimate heir. Domestically, England sought unity with Scotland under the
Act of Union in 1707. The united country came together under the name of Great Britain, but trouble
ensued in the first of several unsuccessful revolts in Scotland, called the Jacobite Risings. In 1713, the
War of the Spanish Succession came to an end with the acceptance of Philip V, grandson of France’s
Louis X1V, as king of Spain. Spain and Britain also signed a 30-year contract giving Britain a monop-
oly in supplying Spain with slaves for the Americas.

Great Britain saw success 1n its conquests of the Americas, including the Seven Years War, but by
1763 the conflicts drained the nation’s coffers. Britain enacted taxes on the colonies to offset debt and
the cost of maintaining forces overseas, ultimately paving the way for the American Revolution. Late in
the 18th century economic unrest, resentment of the privileged classes, and the example of revolution
set in the British colonies would lead to the bloody French Revolution.

Religion

The Church of England dominated religious life in Britain during Wesley’s lifetime. Wesley was
ordained within the established church and remained a priest in the Church of England until his death.
But he was also influenced by the Puritanism of his mother’s family and the Moravians, a growing
movement led by Count Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf of Germany.

Wesley broke with the Moravians to found his own network of Methodist societies in 1740. Spurred
on by Wesley’s circuit-riding preaching style, Methodism grew tremendously over the next decades,
spreading to the American colonies late in Wesley’s life. The First Great Awakening, a series of reli-
gious revivals, was also sweeping through the colonies in the early 1700s. The most famous religious
document many remember from the period is Jonathan Edwards’ sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God.”

Progress

Many remarkable advances and discoveries took place during John Wesley’s lifetime, such as the first
commercially used steam engine, the discovery of oxygen, and a cure for scurvy. The end of the 18th
century also saw the theory of inoculation tested with great success, the invention of the cotton gin and
the creation of a pedal-powered dental drill. Many of these advances would ultimately catalyze the
Industrial Revolution of the 19th century.

But progress did not reach everybody. Crime and poverty were rampant; the slave trade flourished;
and the “gin craze” provided cheap liquor and spurred drunkenness, especially among the poor.
Children were often employed for long hours on farms, in shops, or as domestic servants or chimney
sweeps. One of Wesley’s greatest contributions to poor relief was his founding of a medical dispensary
and publishing of a medical manual, Primitive Physic. He also spoke out strongly against the distilling
of gin and slavery.
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1703
1707
1709
1714
1720
1725
1729
1732
1735
1736
1737

1738

1739

1740

1741

1742

1743

1747

1749

1751

1766

1768

1775

1780

1784

1788
1791

John Wesley’s Timeline

John Wesley born to Samuel and Susannah Wesley

Charles Wesley born

John rescued from fire at Epworth rectory

John admitted to Charterhouse School, a boarding school; Birth of George Whitefield
John begins studies at Christ Church College, Oxford

John ordained a deacon

Charles founds Holy Club; John returns to Oxford and assumes leadership of the Club
Whitefield enrolls at Oxford and the following year joins the Holy Club

Samuel Wesley dies; John and Charles leave for Georgia

Charles returns to England

John leaves America following a failed mission to the Native Americans and failed
romance with Sophy Hopkey

May 21: Charles finds himself “at peace with God”; May 24: John feels his heart
“strangely warmed” at a meeting of Moravians on Aldersgate Street; later that year John
visits Zinzendorf’s complex at Herrnhut

John preaches outdoors following Whitefield’s example and invitation

John separates from the Moravians

John preaches in South Wales; Calvinist/Arminian debate between Whitefield and John
over whether God’s salvation is only for the elect or for all

Charles joins John to preach in Northern England; they establish an orphanage and
Sunday school

John issues An Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion, an apologetic for
Methodism

John publishes Primitive Physic

John publishes A Plain Account of the People Called Methodists

John marries Mary Vazeille on the rebound from a failed romance with Methodist convert
Grace Murray, but the marriage is characterized by strife and separation

John writes A Plain Account of Christian Perfection

First Methodist chapel in the U.S. opens in New York

John publishes A Calm Address to Our American Colonies, speaking out against the
American Revolution

John and Charles publish the Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People Called
Methodists, mostly written by Charles

John Wesley ordains Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke to be “superintendents” of work
in America and issues a prayer book, The Sunday Service of the Methodists in North
America; three years later he rebukes Asbury and Coke for calling themselves “bishops”
Charles dies

John dies
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JIM ELLIOT WILLIAM JOHN BUNYAN ERIC LIDDELL

Missionary TYNDALE Author of The Olympian
to Ecuador Bible Translator Pilgrim’s Progress and Missionary

GLADYS AYLWARD RICHARD PERPETUA AMY CARMICHAEL
Missionary WURMBRAND Early Church Missionary to India
to China Founder of The Martyr

Voice of the Martyrs

WILLIAM BOOTH SAMUEL MORRIS AUGUSTINE
Founder of Prince Turned A Voice for Truth
The Salvation Army Missionary

CORRIE TEN BOOM JOHN WESLEY
Rescuer During Founder of the
World War 11 Methodist Movement

Coming next: The R.J. Thomas Story! Visit www.torchlighters.org for more information and resources.
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Answer Key for Select Student Pages

Faith that Works Word Search, p. 7 Story Mix-Up, p. 8

Student Handouts for the DVD, The Torchlighters: The John Wesley Story @

Student Handouts for the DVD, The Torchlighters: The John Wesley Story

Faith That Works Word Search Story Mix-Up
Look up the verses below and fill in the missing word. These pictures of John Wesley's story are all mixed up.
Then, find these different characteristics of a Christian Number the pictures in the correct order.

with growing faith in the Word Search!

SR

- A —

Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love , joy,
__peace , patience, __kindness , __ goodness

faithfulness gentleness and self-control. Against
such things there is no law.”

John and Charles are caught in a violent
storm on their way to preach in America.

James 3:17: “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all
__pure__; then peace-loving, ___considerate , __submissive
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and __sincere
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What Did He Say? p. 10

Do all the good you can. By all the
means you can. In all the ways you
can. In all the places you can. At
all the times you can. To all the
people you can. As long as ever
you can.
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